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truth of it, both for your own information, and that you
may^set others right who shall happen to ask about it.
I am, with great respect, my Lord,

Tour Excellency's most obedient and

Most humble servant,
J.

r The paper said to be enclosed has not been found, but it
was probably the following letter, which Eapin says was
printed in Trench in the Amsterdam Gazette, as "written by
the English Secretary of State (Addison).

SIR,                                  Whitehall, Dee. 14th, 1717.

His Majesty having been informed that several re-
ports, for the most part ill-grounded, are spread abroad con-
cerning what has lately passed in the Royal Family, he has
ordered me to send you the enclosed account of it.

As soon as the young Prince was born, the King caused
himself to be informed of what was wont to be observed in
the like cases in this kingdom, in regard to the ceremony of
Baptism ; and having found by the records, that, when it was
a boy, and the King was godfather, it was the custom for
him to nominate, for second godfather, one of the principal
lords of his court, who for the most part was the Lord Cham-
berlain ; he named for this function the Duke of Newcastle,
who now bears that charge; naming at the same time for
godmother the Duchess of St. Albans, first lady of honour to
the Princess. Nevertheless, his Royal Highness the Prince
of "Wales conceived such a dislike at this, that on Thursday
last, after the solemnity of the Baptism was over, finding
himself no longer master of his temper, he drew near to the
Duke of Newcastle, and gave him very reproachful words,
upon supposition that he had solicited that honour in spite
of him. The King was still in the chamber, but not near
enough to hear what the Prince said to the Duke. This last,
thinking himself obliged to inform the King of it, and the
Prince having confessed the matter to the Dukes of Kingston,
Kent, and Roxburgh, (whom His Majesty sent to him the
next day upon this occasion,) His Majesty ordered him, by a
second message, not to go out of his own apartment till
further order. On Saturday the Prince wrote a letter to
the King, and the next day (Sunday) another: but, Hia